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In Rare Attack, Malware Targets Macs 
By BEN CHARNY 
November 2, 2007 2:01 p.m. 

SAN FRANCISCO -- Hackers have launched a rare and troubling attack 
on Apple Inc.'s computers. 

Apple on Thursday confirmed reports of pornography Web sites where 
hidden software, once downloaded, could take control of an Apple 
computer. Apple did not immediately respond to claims that it is the first 
instance of a Trojan horse attack on Apple's Macintosh platform. 

"We've been made aware that a small number of Web sites attempt to 
trick Mac OS X users to install malicious software on their Macs," said 
Apple spokeswoman Lynn Fox. "Apple has a great track record for 
keeping Mac OS X users secure, and as always, we encourage people to 
install software only from trusted sources." 

The timing of the Trojan horse suggests there are more to come, say 
some computer and Internet security professionals. As Apple's  
popularity rises, "the bad guys are taking Macs seriously now," wrote 
Bojan Zdrnja, of the Internet Storm Center, which is led by the Escal 
Institute of Advanced Technologies. 

After confirming the claims reported by computer-security firm Intego, 
Symantec engineer Joji Hamada wrote on Symantec's Web site of 
suspicions that a wave of attacks and viruses are due. "If we see a rise in 
Mac malware, then we will have to assume that there are profits to be 
made in malware for Macs as well," he wrote. "Stay tuned." 

Write to Ben Charny at ben.charny@dowjones.com 

Corrections & Amplifications: A headline on an earlier version of this 
article incorrectly identified the security threat as a computer virus. 

Related Content may require a subscription | Subscribe Now -- Get 2 Weeks FREE 

Related Articles from the Online Journal  
•  Apple to Launch Leopard on Oct. 26 

Blog Posts About This Topic  
•  Online Crooks Target Macs With Porn Ruse  maccult.blogspot.com 

  

 

MORE FROM
$ Subscription may be required | 

PEOPLE WHO READ

Also read these stories:

 

 
 WHAT'S

SEARCH 

Advanced Search

Determining When to Buy a New PC

English Teachers in Japan Learn Harsh

Thieves Thwart London Traffic Fees

When to Fix 

Longer Daylight Time Motivated by Stale

• Citi's Prince Plans to Resign

• Financials

• Greenberg

RELATED ARTICLES AND BLOGS

Page 1 of 2In Rare Attack, Malware Targets Macs - WSJ.com

11/3/2007http://online.wsj.com/article/SB119401479695380513.html?mod=googlenews_wsj



Return To Top  

 
Subscribe    Log In   Take a Tour    Contact Us   Help   Email Setup   Customer Service: Online | Print  

Privacy Policy   Subscriber Agreement & Terms of Use   Mobile Devices   RSS Feeds  

  News Licensing   Advertising   About Dow Jones  

Copyright © 2007 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved  

 
 

>> OpinionJournal 
>> MarketWatch 
>> AllThingsDigital 

 

 

•  Mac Users Get A Credit Card Stealing Trojan for Halloween, Security Company...  
 blog.wired.com 

More  related content Powered by  Sphere  
MORE 

 WHAT'S POPULAR

MORE 

• Ford Nears Jaguar, Land Rover Sale

• Mukasey Gets Crucial Support

1. Hollywood's

2. Merrill's Fund Deals Under Scrutiny

3. In Rare Attack, Malware Targets Macs

4. Citi's Prince Plans to Resign

5. English Teachers in Japan Learn Harsh Lesson

ADVERTISERS LINKS

Capital One Small
Apply now and get rewarded on new purchases
one 
www.capitalone.com

Alternative to
Minimally invasive, corrects most spinal
www.laserspineinstitute.com

GE Medical
Expand Your Portfolio. Invest w/ mkt
$25K Investment
www.MobileImagingSystems.com

          
Sponsored by

 

Page 2 of 2In Rare Attack, Malware Targets Macs - WSJ.com

11/3/2007http://online.wsj.com/article/SB119401479695380513.html?mod=googlenews_wsj


